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PROGRAM 
Prelude Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
IMSA Graduation Choir 
Selections performed by IMSA Graduation Band Mary Beth McCarthy, Conductor 
Selections performed by the IMSA Graduation Choir Sarah Wiggins, Conductor 
Processional Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
IMSA Graduation Band 
Pomp & Circumstance from Military Marches op. 39, no. 1 Edward Elgar 
(Please rise as the graduates enter and remain standing for the Pledge of Allegiance.) 
Pledge of Allegiance Shawon Jackson 
President, Student Council 
Welcome - Reflections on This Day Dharti V. Shah 
Member, Class of 2011 
Reflections on IMSA Govind Govind-Thomas 
Member, Class of 2011 
Introduction of Commencement Speakers Steven T. Isoye, Ed.D. 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Commencement Address Shirley M. Malcom, Ph.D. 
Head of the Education and Human Resources Programs 
American Association for the Advancement of Science 
Presentation of the Class of 2011 Eric G. McLaren, Ed.D. 
Principal 
Acceptance of the Class of 2011 Glenn "Max" McGee, Ph.D. 
President 
Presentation of Diplomas and Medallions Steven T. Isoye. Ed.D. 
Glenn "Max" McGee, Ph.D. 
Presentation of Candidates Megan Wu 
President, Senior Class Club 
Michael Salihoglu 
Member, Class of 2011 
Recessional Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 
IMSA Graduation Band 
GRADUATION MARSHALS 
Members, Class of 2012 
Caitlyn Collett Irene Jiang Madhav Mohandas Michelle Y. Suh 
Jonathan Henricks Jen Li Yinka Onayemi Aadi Tolappa 
(Please remain in the Theatre until all graduates and staff have exited.) 
T H E W O R L D H A S T A K E N N O T I C E 
O F I M S A ' S A C H I E V E M E N T S 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy® (IMSA) has become one of the world's leaders in developing talent 
and leadership in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 
IMSA was named the winner of the 2009 Intel Schools of Distinction Star Innovator Award. Each year, only one 
educational institution in the nation is the recipient of this prestigious recognition. 
The Wall Street Journal named IMSA among the top 40 public and private college preparatory institutions in the world 
for placing graduates in U.S. Ivy League and highly selective colleges and universities. 
For the fifth consecutive year, IMSA was named to the "Public Elites" list in Newsweek's "America's Best High Schools" 
special report. 
Student Inquiry and Research at IMSA is one of only 18 science education models in the nation to be included in the 
National Science Teachers Association book, Inquiry: The Key to Exemplary Science. Chapter four of the book, "Student 
Inquiry and Research: Developing Students' Authentic Inquiry Skills," features IMSA's inquiry-based program. 
IMSA's innovative educational programs have enabled students to earn numerous awards and recognition from 
national and global competitions including the American Junior Academy of Science at the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, High School Mathematical Contest in Modeling (HiMCM), Intel International Science 
and Engineering Fair, Intel Science Talent Search, International Physics Olympiad, National Russian Essay Contest, 
sanofi-aventis International BioGENEius Challenge and Siemens Westinghouse Competition. 
IMSA students have authored and co-authored articles for distinguished publications such as The Astrophysical 
Journal Letters, The Journal of Physical Chemistry, Learning and Leading with Technology, Nature, Neuroscience Research 
Communications and The Science Teacher. 
As undergraduate and graduate students, IMSA alumni receive numerous academic, research and leadership accolades 
including Fulbright, Marshall, National Science Foundation, Rhodes, Truman and Siebel Scholarships. 
IMSA's highly accomplished alumni are forging new frontiers as nationally recognized scientists, entrepreneurs, 
information technology experts and leaders in other fields. IMSA alumni were part of the start-up teams that created 
Netscape, PayPal and YouTube. Other alumni are leading breakthroughs in neonatal care and cancer treatments, 
serving our country as military pilots, treating the uninsured in urban health clinics, working for NASA on the new 
Mars Rover project, and discovering "waltzing black holes" and a solar system similar to our own. 
IMSA serves thousands of educators and students in Illinois and beyond. The Academy's award-winning statewide 
programs include teacher professional development in research-based and practice-proven instruction in mathematics, 
science and technology. The Academy's statewide programs also ensure that young students, particularly the 
underserved, have opportunities to excel in mathematics and science. To help expand its programs and services, IMSA 
has Field Offices in Chicago, the Metro East area and the Rock Island region. 
IMSA's models of teaching and learning are recognized abroad. Delegations of educators from countries including 
Australia, Brazil, China, France, Israel, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Netherlands, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand come 
to IMSA to study curriculum and instructional models. 
IMSA CLASS OF 2011 ACHIEVEMENTS 
The accomplishments of the Class of 2011 are too varied and numerous to list all individually. Below is a snapshot of 
this past year (as of May 16, 2011) which gives you a picture of the students' remarkable achievements. Many other 
students also received awards in statewide humanities, mathematics, science, athletic and performance venues. 
Advanced Placement Scholars With Distinction: Stephanie Cheng, Derek Hardin, Michael Kobiela, Irina Onoprienko, 
Pujan Patel, Irina Pushel 
Advanced Placement Scholars With Honors: Kevin Baker, Morenibayo Bankole, William Erwin, Andrew Go, Jay Patel, Si Si, 
Michael Teng, Vivek Thakkar, Oscar To, Megan Wu, Nathan Yan, Candice Yi, Johannes Zhou 
American Invitational Mathematics Examination: 14 seniors qualified 
Group Achievements: 
High School Mathematical Contest in Modeling (HiMCM): 
Regional Outstanding Papers Award 
Samuel Creden, Derek Hardin, Pujan Patel, Navdeep Singh 
Illinois Music Educators Association (IMEA) All-State Competition & Festival: 
Paul Yuan, selected for membership in All-State Honor Orchestra 
Illinois State Future Problem Solving Competition: 
Jonathan Munoz, Nicole Runkle, Alexandra Smick, Nikita Veera - 1st Place Written 
Jiwon Kim, Naomi Liu, Justine Ly, Megan Wu - 2nd Place Orals and 4th Place Written 
Mathematics Team: 2nd in Illinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics (ICTM) Contest: 
Derek Hardin, Si Si, Paul Yuan, Kevin Zhao 
Science Olympiad Team: 3rd in State 
Wen Min Chen, Eric Huang, Jisoo Kim, Pujan Patel, Irina Pushel, Navdeep Singh 
Illinois High School Association (IHSA) - Class 2A Girls Track and Field: Amber Farrell - 2nd Place 300 meter hurdles 
Illinois Junior Academy of Sciences Gold Medal Winners: Ruchi Aggarwal, Samuel Kwak, Janani Mandayam Comar, 
Sai Parepally, Mehal Shah, Divya Tankasala 
Intel Science Talent Search Semi-finalists: Victor Duan, Derek Hardin, Corinne Madsen, Daniel Pak, Nicole Runkle 
John H. McEachern, Jr. Exemplary Service Award Winner: Dharti Shah 
Knight Family IMSA Scholarship Winner: Diliana Dimitrova 
Mary Van Verst Love of Science Scholarship Winner: Jason Hempstead 
National Achievement Finalists: Lisa Akintilo, Omotayo Balogun, Amber Farrell, Shawon Jackson, Tiffany Sinclair, Kari Tyler 
National Merit Finalists: 38 seniors 
National Russian Essay Contest: National Russian Essay Contest: 13 seniors received medals overall - Kevin Baker, Wesley 
Bradley, Govind Govind-Thomas, and Michael Kobiela earned gold medals - Cai O'Connell and Sarah Weitekamp earned silver 
medals in the final round of advanced level judging at the Pushkin Institute in Moscow. 
Siemens Award Competition Regional Finalist: Eric Huang 
Siemens Award Competition Semi-finalists: Derek Hardin, Corinne Madsen, Janani Mandayam Comar, Daniel Pak, Sai 
Parepally, Nicole Runkle, Paul Yuan 
The class of 2011 has contributed more than 38,000 hours to the citizens of Illinois and globally in a variety of ways: 
tutoring, mentoring, and teaching as well as volunteering in medical centers, senior citizen and youth centers, food 
pantries, through the Muscular Dystrophy Association, Habitat for Humanity, Special Olympics, Nuestros Pequenos 
Hermanos, schools, libraries, and museums. One hundred hours of community service are required for graduation. 
Special recognition to: Naomi Liu-662 hours, Saniya Rattan-568 hours, Mohammed Hayat-641 hours, Michael 
Wong-499 hours, Brendan Wesp-490 hours, Sarah Weitekamp-470 hours, Brittany Taylor-453 hours, Satoe 
Sakuma-451 hours, Nicole Runkle-443 hours, Jacob Miller-427 hours, and Dharti Shah 323 hours. 
2 0 1 1 S E N I O R S 
Alexander Christian Abbinante 
Naperville 
Ruchi Aggarwal 
Algonquin 
Lisa Oluwadamilola Akintilo 
Bourbonnais 
Paul J. Angelillo 
Oak Brook 
Cindy Angpraseuth 
Lake in the Hills 
Katherine Elaine Arenas 
Plainfield 
Sarah Elizabeth Armand 
Bolingbrook 
Natasha DuMont Arvanitis 
Hinsdale 
Ramtej Atluri 
Decatur 
Robert A. Baginski 
Round Lake Park 
Sonia Bajaj 
Oak Brook 
Kevin Charles Baker 
DeKalb 
Omotayo Iyamide Balogun 
Tinley Park 
Morenibayo Olubunmi Bankole 
Wheaton 
Kirthi Chaitanya Banothu 
Moline 
Amber Carol Betzold 
Huntley 
Shiladitya Bhattacharyya 
Gurnee 
Madeline Rose Booton 
Springfield 
Wesley Tomson Bradley 
Pekin 
Therese Marie Caldwell 
Crete 
Ayse Hacer Cetinkaya 
Vernon Hills 
David Richard Chatman 
Markham 
Ran Chen 
Morton Grove 
Wen Li Chen 
Palatine 
Wen Min Chen 
Palatine 
Stephanie D. Cheng 
Naperville 
Nitin Chowdary Chilukuri 
Plainfield 
Mirae Choi 
Fox River Grove 
Yeonsu Chong 
Hoffman Estates 
Dane Hans Christianson 
Batavia 
Samuel Contreras 
Aurora 
Cecilia Anne Countryman 
Elmhurst 
Samuel Peter Creden 
Chicago 
Joseph Edward Davison 
Aurora 
Diliana Rumenova Dimitrova 
Macomb 
Cevdet Evren Dogan 
Springfield 
Victor W. Duan 
Darien 
Sharon Elizabeth Duval 
Green Valley 
William Robert Erwin 
Decatur 
Quadis Que Evans 
Springfield 
Amber J. Farrell 
Carbondale 
Justin L. Feng 
Buffalo Grove 
Garrett Conrad Flack 
Barrington 
Miguel Arturo Garcia 
Aurora 
Xavier D'Artagnan Gingerevans 
Farmington 
Chase Song Gladish 
Glenview 
Nikolay Nikolaev Glavanakov 
Chicago 
Andrew C. Go 
Naperville 
Alexander Jon Goins 
Springfield 
Govind A. Govind-Thomas 
Schaumburg 
Jessica Lynn Grady 
Serena 
Andrew John Gray 
St. Charles 
Audel Gutierrez Jr. 
Aurora 
Brittney June Hanson 
Rockford 
Derek W Hardin 
Morton Grove 
Kenneth Michael Harvey 
Bolingbrook 
Mohammed Rehman Hayat 
Dixon 
Joseph Zearing Hecker 
Champaign 
Jason Baker Hempstead 
Bloomington 
Wesley Earl Herron 
Groveland 
Ingrid Hsiung 
Naperville 
Eric Yihua Huang 
Buffalo Grove 
Jialin Huang 
Palatine 
Jane Lauren P. Ignacio 
Algonquin 
Shawon Kameron Jackson 
University Park 
Brielle Thomas James 
Bolingbrook 
Vijay Jayaram 
Vernon Hills 
Jasmine Aderonke Joda 
Bloomington 
David Alexander Johnston 
River Forest 
Ashley N. Jones 
Chicago 
Ryan M. Jordan 
Flat Rock 
Connor Andrew Judd 
Sterling 
Andrew W Jung 
Champaign 
Amogh C. Kambalyal 
Round Lake 
Nicholas Alexander Karch 
Kingston 
Mahir Khan 
Charleston 
Jisoo S. Kim 
DeKalb 
Jiwon Kim 
Clarendon Hills 
Yoo Jin Kim 
Cary 
Matthew Leendert Kleinjan 
South Barrington 
Elizabeth McManus Knowlton 
Port Byron 
Michael P. Kobiela 
Palos Hills 
Mateusz Koscielniak 
Elgin 
Miles Matthew Kovach 
Antioch 
Monica Joan Kozbial 
Villa Park 
Kathleen T. Kramer 
Kankakee 
Samuel Taihoon Kwak 
Palatine 
Jongmin Lee 
Naperville 
Minjae Lee 
Naperville 
Daniela Lefticariu 
Carbondale 
William Robin Lindemann 
Champaign 
Naomi F. Liu 
Westmont 
Victoria S. Lo 
Chicago 
Pan Luo 
Peru 
Justine Bethesda Ly 
Darien 
Corinne Angeline Madsen 
Downers Grove 
Chante' Kenyada Mahone 
Crete 
Sarah Malik 
Berwyn 
Janani Mandayam Comar 
Downers Grove 
Lydia Miriam Matthews 
Woodridge 
Ian Scott Mclnerney 
Champaign 
Samuel Aaron Mercier 
Freeport 
Jacob Henry Miller 
Oswego 
Samir Mishra 
Naperville 
Allison Mary Morrow 
St. Charles 
Jonathan A. Munoz 
Mount Prospect 
Vanessa Michelle Nansamba 
Gilberts 
Nidhi Dhruv Narielwala 
Springfield 
Luke Jonathan Nayak 
Bloomington 
Ian Curtis Nodurft 
Elgin 
Brenton Alan Noesges 
West Chicago 
Leti Nunez 
Downers Grove 
Continued on back page 
Melissa Lynn O'Brien 
Homer Glen 
Cai Monet O'Connell 
Yorkville 
Irina D. Onoprienko 
Naperville 
Elizabeth Leigh Ott 
Libertyville 
Molly Kathleen Pachay 
Lake in the Hills 
Brian Rate Page 
Batavia 
Daniel Hyungseok Pak 
Skokie 
Sai Parepally 
Naperville 
Cassie An-Li Parks 
Lisle 
Rhett Partida 
Aurora 
Jay H. Patel 
Glenview 
Kavita Subhash Patel 
Germantown Hills 
Pujan Rajni Patel 
Bloomingdale 
Adriana Perez 
Aurora 
Pranusha Pinna 
Dunlap 
Marat Sergeevich Purnyn 
Inverness 
Irina Pushel 
Naperville 
James Dizon Quigley 
Barrington 
Faith Aria Quist 
Algonquin 
Haley Marguerite Ramirez 
Evanston 
Isiah Ramos 
Aurora 
Saniya Rattan 
Peoria 
Morgan Allison Rehberg 
Cary 
Thomas Paul Reith 
Rockford 
Ashley H. Ro 
St. Charles 
Rafael Rodriguez, III 
Milford 
Shobhit Roy 
Plainfield 
Nicole Kyoko Runkle 
Libertyville 
Satoe Sakuma 
Elk Grove Village 
Michael E. Salihoglu 
DeKalb 
Dharti Vinod Shah 
Rockford 
Mehal Nilesh Shah 
Naperville 
Samir Kirtikumar Shah 
Countryside 
Gary Y. Sheng 
Aurora 
Kimberly Brooke Sherwin 
Spring Grove 
Katherine Shi 
Algonquin 
Kevin Shi 
Naperville 
Yanchen Shi 
Dunlap 
Si Si 
Springfield 
Samuel Lee Krumm Simon 
Park Forest 
Tiffany Alafia Sinclair 
Evanston 
Mahi Kaur Singh 
Naperville 
Navdeep Singh 
Hoffman Estates 
Alexandra Hogan Smick 
Oswego 
Ashley Ariel Smith 
Olympia Fields 
Courtney Alexa Mann Smith 
St. Charles 
Richard Daniel Smith, Jr. 
Homewood 
Richard Yong Joon Song 
Mundelein 
Aubrey Nicole Sumaydeng 
Darien 
Aditya Krishna Suresh 
Centralia 
Divya Tankasala 
Plainfield 
Benjamin Ross Taylor 
Champaign 
Brittany Lauren Taylor 
Lansing 
Michael Siyang Teng 
Clarendon Hills 
Vivek Rakesh Thakkar 
Mundelein 
Oscar Hochun To 
Barrington 
Connor Ellen Tomasko 
Joliet 
Kari Camille Tyler 
Berkeley 
Sumana Rajni Vardhan 
Schaumburg 
Nikita Veera 
Naperville 
Vamika Venkatesan 
Naperville 
Nicholas David Virgl 
Peotone 
Ian James Walker 
Sheridan 
Kelly Kisten Wallin 
Rockford 
Christopher Brian Wallis 
Aurora 
Gary Li Wang 
Algonquin 
Kenneth G. Wang 
Orland Park 
Xun Ming M. Wang 
Skokie 
Kama Warrior 
Kildeer 
Emily Irene Weiland 
Gurnee 
Sarah Rose Weitekamp 
Raymond 
Taylor M. Wells 
Chicago 
Brendan Matthew Wesp 
Springfield 
William E. Winslow 
Grayslake 
Michael H. Wong 
Oswego 
JolyJ.Wu 
DeKalb 
Megan Sophia Wu 
Naperville 
Nathan L. Yan 
Oak Brook 
Baihan Yang 
Bolingbrook 
Candice Soyoung Yi 
Lisle 
Elson Yu 
Chicago 
Paul J. Yuan 
Linconshire 
Reichert Joshua Espano 
Zalameda 
Tinley Park 
Claire Xiaoyi Zhang 
Peoria 
Kevin Liang Zhao 
Naperville 
Johannes Zhou 
Naperville 
William L. Zhou 
Lisle 
Special thanks to the IMSA Fund for Advancement of Education for underwriting the use of the Paramount Theatre for Commencement. 
The need to understand how the universe works is fundamental to human nature. It is also essential for safely 
managing the human future; but foolishly, we have designed a society based on science and technology in 
which hardly anyone understands science and technology. This is a clear prescription for disaster. 
Our future depends on producing and encouraging highly competent, ethically responsible young scientists, 
as well as a much greater scientific literacy in the general public. 
The Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy in Aurora, Illinois, is dedicated to meeting this challenge. 
It is a gift from the people of Illinois to the human future. 
Dr. Carl Sagan, 1934-1996 
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